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Ged bha | leatha fihein air oidncie Nollaig cha do dn'finairich | aonranachd sam bitin. - Bla an' rim

sgeodaichte mar a b' dbhaist aig an am seo den bhiiadnna: paipearan nan iomadn datih crochte bho

miullach an t-sedmair 's o' ruighinn nan oiseanan, na cairtean Nollaige a9 aobhineas ritne bino sgelly an

telne agus bino gach oisinn ris an cumadn iad an greim. Bha o' chlann air Ur fhalblh, an gleadnraich
%,: mils ha cluasan, 's an spriileach a dn'thag iad air an lor i thional finathast.  Cha robh cabhaig ann, 's
S gun sl ann o-maireach.  Bhiodn iad an-drosta ag innse dom matraichean mar chaidn dnaibh ann an
- faigh na "Leadoidn.
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Peioln bliodnna fichead a thug i anns an t-sedmar sin.  Gun teagamhn blagireadn i corra chuairt o

2 Isqlnu as t-samhradn, nuair bhiodn an sqgol diinte, ach b' € seo an dachaigh aice, is bha i a' cur

%\q‘:’% -.'9' >‘1%aghlach a h—uﬂe lolladhm Bha cumnne aice a-nochd air lain Dinomhnail a binith staigh aice
‘:!;w,ﬁ ' L: ™ . '..‘ > -’ '.:;:' '.' .‘ |-' “ o 4
AT W ¥ e r *"é# "5“'" b

'4.1,1' wn

r-‘s

R o o e T Tl iy Rt

2 i , g .._-',,..';.:
bio chionn naol bliadnna fichead - an darna Nolloig a bha | anns “an faigh seo - s siud a-nochd

Domnal beag dice, ‘s & cho coltach ri afnair ris an da sgadan, ach qu robn aodach na b* fhedrr air
na bha riamh air lain- Dinominail.

'S ¢ "An Leadadn Liath' a bhiodn orre. 'S & "Mrs Wood" a bhiodn air na litrichean aice, agqus 'se

sin a bhiodn dig o' mhaighstir-sqolle aqus aig o' mhinistear oirre, ach cha robh cach ga fhaighinn i
nodarrach a lend <in a dn'ainm a radn.  Cha bhiodn € ceart Bean lain no Banntrach Thormoid _ “-.
elghneacind air bean-teagaisg, agus co-dnitl cha robhn lorg sam bifh aca air ainm baiste. an duine aice, o ;
an robh & bed no marbn. Bha fios qun chaochal & bino chionn finada, 's qun i ag rodn dod ma

dneidninn. 'S & "sbh" a chanadh od rifhe an clor an aodainn, is "An Leadaidn Lioth" nuair nach biodn

I an lothair. Bliodn i o faighinn corra Iifir & Ameireagaidn - s docha uair no dna sa' bhliadnna.  Cha
roblh cairdean aice anns an ellean ann. '
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Aqus Murchadn Thorimoid Taileirl  Bha & cho beag 's cho meafa i athair fiein, ach bha a cholfas air
gum biodn € chno geur ris na daone bhon fainig €. Sin agad €l Nach fric a chi fhu an nadar ud ann
an daoine beaga, mar qu faigheadn an innfinn am_ biatnadn nach dfiuair an corp.  Cha b' € qu robh
cus colfais air Tormod nuair a bha € anns an sqol gu robh am biadn a' ruighinn innfinn a-blharrachd.
Ach air do shocairl  An rud a bh' ann qu nadarrach thainig € 'n uachdair, agus ‘s & an clorc a b
oig a chomataidn an-dugh, ged nach robh & ach 09. Bha tairbihe an obair na sqolle a dn'aindeoin cus.
'S & gk bheag de cheildn a bhiodh | a' deanamh.  Bronag bhooind, na suidne anns an rum sin, 's a
biodn ga thoirt thuice a h-ulle frath ag obair air leabhraichean 's o' deanamih phioctairean beaga don
chloinn. - Beatina aonranach, gun cinaidreabh, gun fol-innfinn. - Cha bhiodn 1 dol gu na bainnsean idr.
Eadnon aig on eaglais fnein cha chanadn i cal ach qu robh 16 math ann, is siud | suas.an rathad, na
h-aonar, o' deanamh air an dachaigh.  Chna b'e gu leigeadn i leas sin: nach robn Mairi Anna a-staigh,
's am biadn deisell aice arr a cionn.  Ach nam b'e 's qu robh tinneas a-measq na cloinne, blniodn |
anns an taigh sin mus cuirte dn'iarraidn na nurs, o fairgse laimn-chuidich.  Bha moran aig a' chioinn ma
deidninn.

Thug i slil a-rithist air na cairfean, o' leugnadn na bardachd air gach e dnubh.  Bha iad air an i
taghadn qu grinn.  Bha cuimhne chtblnroidn aca oirre, ged bha iad gu math sgapte air feadn an '
t=saognall a-nis.  Siud Adean lain thall an Astraiia, ag obair air tuathanas-chaorach: bha comharron &'
bhalle aige air a theangaidn mus do dnonnsaich € an ABC ceart.  Thug an lamh-sgriobhadn aige na




. cumhne an foire bhaige leis a' pheann. 'S blha | smaoineachadn nuar a bha € anns an sgol qur ¢
Cosg fide bin'ann a'+feuchainn ri rud a chur na chlaigeann  Ta, cha be.  Agus Dominal Mhurchaidn:
's ann an Hong Kong a’ chuir eson a' chairt don phost; cha robh finios caite robin 'n t-soifheach aige
nochd.  Cairt elle a Canado, cairt & Ceann-a-deas Africa, dna no tri a Sasainn, is leth-duson o
Glasohu.  Nach biongantach nach fainig gin o Aweireagaidn am bliadnna?  Cairt bhnon mnaighstir-saole,
s cairt blhon miinistear.  Cha 1ug | ach siil chabhagach orrasan.

Bliodn am maighstir-sqolle uaireannan o' fos saifh dnith.  An dara uair cha figeadn smid aisde, agus
cho luath 's a bheireadn ¢ iomradn air cloinn na sqolle cha robh allsadn o dol air a cainnt.  Gle minathl
Bha € folichte gu ledr gu robh bean-feagaisg aige cho eudminor 's a bha anns an elean, ach bhiodn
aire-san uaireannan air gnothaichean elle: celidn bina gu binith air a chumall le sgiobadn o' blnuil-coise.
Taghadn Porlamaid (bhha taghadn ann air on finoghar ud fingin, is fear a' feuchainn a-steach a bha o
gealifainn nach cuireadn & a mhas fodna air being ach on Taigh Parlamaid an Din Eideann).  Eadnon
gnothaichean na bfinaide air falbin blnon dachaigh: Nyasoland, Taghadn Ceann-suidne nan Staiteon
Pondicite. D& ' foobn a bhna i an duil o leumadn Ameireagaidn an turas seo?  Cha dhanadn i quth
Ach bha a thide aice sgioblachadn beag a dneanamn. - Ged nach biodn cablnaig oirre anns o' mhadainn,
cha robh math an taigh fhagal mar gun cuireadn am muir a tir . Bha brioscaid no dna, air am
pronnadn cho wmin ‘s a dneanadn brogan tacaideach €, ri thogail os o' bhrat-Urlair.  Bha baiiinaichean a
fhuair an cruaidn—thortan nan stialan air an 1r (bha Calum a' Chnapair a' feuchainn i sgrioblnadn a
dneanamh oirre le peansai-luaidne; cha robh athair beo, broinean, 's chan fhac & bailin a-riamn qu
siud).~ Bheireadn i sgriobag bhneag air an t-sedmar, agus bhiodn an uairsin fide fea ann.  Cha robh
feum aice air fea, os déidn na bha sin de bhiadn wmilis fhaicinn ga chagnadn.  Ach cha fhuigeadn Mo
Anna sin. ls bhiodn cotiram aice comnradn a dneanamih ri Mairi Anna finad 's a bhiodn i o' cdireadn
ha fea air a beulaibh.

- Una mhor nach robh Mairi Anna cho deidnedl air a' chion ritne figin, is bhna naidneacindan o' bhale
‘* oice- bino thogall qu fosgodn an feine - s uaireannan eadar an da cheann sin den (0.

'S & boreannach neonach a blha anns on “Leadaidn”.  Briodn 1 an darna uair cho comhraideach, ach is
‘;d ’rrlo a chunnaic Mairi Anna i, nuair biiodn 1 ag  innse dni mu na balaich is na calleagan 090, is ¢o bha
: vsumhe ar co, a thogadn | am palpear—mldhmchd s a thoisicheadn i ga leughadn.  Flor dnroch fhasan,

?’ lnlcln Mairi Anna.
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Thdinig gnog chun an dorais, is chudla iad an doras ga finosgladn, i qutin cruaidn Chaluim Fosta:
"Litrichean, Iitrichean.  Chnan fhada blnios dad aig balaich leis an ceannaich iad buideol, leis na tha Tad o
cosg aig an Nolaig air cairtean”  Chaidn Mairi Anna chun an dorais, is thil i a-steach leotiha. * 'S ann

dnubnse bhios iad co-dnity," tuirt 1 ris an “Leadaidn’, "Tha an fea qus ’rarmm s theid mi*ga h-larraidn
dnubh”

Nuair thil Mairi Anna, bina an “Leadaidi” na suidne dig o binord bneag, is na litrichean air a beulaibh, ¢ .
gun finosgladn.  "Nach breagh on stamp a th'oirre sud” ars ise, ‘cha b'ann ds an rioghacid seo a :
tdirig ' “Cha bann” ars an "Leadaid’, is thog | a' phat qus an copan a lonadn 'S & comnarradn © 8
ele bha siud, is dn'fhalblh Mairi Anna gqu ceann elle an faighe.

Aweireagaidnl D& an naidneacnd a bhiodn innfe an furas seo?  Bfinedrr leatna nach robh i air a
thighinn - a-nochd co-dnit. Bha i air a bhith sona gu leor fad an latina, is na cairfean mun cuairt
orre, 's a' chlann bheog a' ruidel ‘s ag eigheachd, 's ad a-nis ag innse dom matiraichean on 1o mor a
b'aca an "Taigh na Leadaidn'”  An aite bhitn cuimhneachadn air an 1o sin da bhliadnna dneug air
fhichead air ais.  Ach sfad i leis an tamalt. "Tha & beag gu ledr dnomn cumihneachadn air"

Aqus bha deagh chuimnne aice air.  Nuair phos | Seumas Wood ann an Glaschu blna obair gann anns
a' blnaile sin, is bha esan air gealladn fhaighinn gu faigheadn & obair an Ameireagaidn.  Ach cha robin
de airgeod aca na phoigheadn faradn an ditnis. 'S & bun a b'ann qun dnfinabn esan leis finein, agus
blha aicese ri leanfainn an ceann sia miosan.  Kinn 1 sin, ach fada mus robh na sia miosan ann bina
finios aice gu robh leanabh qu bhith agice.  Cha robhn i airson innse dna qus an ruigeadn i, ach an
deanadn iad greadnnachos le cneile.  Mealladn, mealadn! - Nuair rainig ise Ameireagaidn bha Seumas
Wood air boireannach elle a lorg, agus ged a bha € deonach fileadn thuicese cha leigeadn an tamailt
leatha a ghablnal air ais.

Thoinigg Mairi Anna chun an dorais a-ritiist. *A bhell dad tuileadn a dnitn oirbh" ars ise, s i foirt su
gneur air o' bhord 's air an litr a bha qun finosgladn fhathast.  *Chan el, a M Anna," finreagair
on telle ann an guth seimh, socair.  "Chan el an corr a dntin orm. Cha chreid mi nach tid mi a
loighe fratn a-nochd.  Cha bhi feum agam air suipear. |s cha bhi cablnalg oirnn anns o' minadainn."
Thug Mairi Anna an aire nach robh i air deur fea ol ged a bha deich mionaidean ann bho  dndirt 1 don
chopan i Cha robh 1 air mir ithe. ls bha an Ifir gun a fosgladn.  Thil 1 air a socair gu ceann shios
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duine.  Ach an duine aice fhein, is dé math bna sin®  Glnabn an dotair o bhna ga fritiealadn truas dhi
- 10 ‘s docha nach ann dnise ghobn & truss.  Bla e~figin qun teaghlach, is fnuirt & gqun togadn id an
- glle nan tugadn i cead dnaibln.  Agus rinn i sin. 'S & rud dulich a tann am math ‘s an t-ole a chur

ann om meidn.  Thil i co-dnit, is an ceann Uine hainig | don bhalle seo, don sqoil seo, don faigh seo, is
bha Ameireagaidn qu math fada air falbh. Is bha i 'n dil gun rinn | feum.  Bha lifir o' fighinn uair no
dna sa' bhliadnna, wmar chnuimnneachan, is biha fhios aice gu robh am balach na dnuine an-dughn, agus ¢

gl cholfach ritne fiein.

> Dl;rfhosgail | an Ifir, agus leugn 1. Chaidn na deich bliadnna fichead anns an f-sedmar nan smal.

~ Bla na cairtean, na deibh, na leablnraichean, mar uatin. - Chaidn sonas na sprilleach, is thoisich an

sprileach ag at mar adnblnar dochais.

Bha & o' fighinn a-maireach.




