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teine... bean.. soitn... faigh... clach - facal agus dealbihan am measy a chele.

Priseadn 'm Cloiche

le lain Moireach

Clach air na chruinnich deigh o chionn linnfean, mus deach bonn a chur ri lor an siud _
Gach air na fras uisge is clachan-meallain, agus Urd, agus mionnan. - Clach air an deach “omadach feine
a chur. Tri froighean pait de dn'fhaid, is dna de dn'dirde ds an falamh.  Clach dndighel, sheimih, na do.
rinn- cron a-riombn. .,:=

Taign Ur, suimeont; le ceifinir seomraichean, cidsin fe uinneig mhor a' cumall sl air o' Clnuan f
Siar.  Tapaichean falleasach, faleadn fiodn geol, is fiach 1 cheud na blaroinn. o

Chuir & ulinn air gach gltin, s sheall €, 's € a' sgridadn an dite anns na dn" £nog a
chrogon larach de fineur briste. Bha & a-nis a' farraing anall an dite bhitn ga seideadn, is bha a
chridne o' plubadaich ri facbh a sgamnanan war bireac air bord locio.

Cha leigeadn & a leas sedlfoinn ris an faigh - bha dealbh an faighe sgriobhte le sgelb na
chumnne.  Thoisich an taigh aon aidnehe ann an cathair cruaidn an cois an feine ann am fardach lain
Fhionnlaigh. - Ruth a chumihne mar fnear air a bharran a-steach staran fiuch, shiiog € tro thallan le
peleachan uaine is ged, agus suas do sheomar a bha mar on leth-cheud sedmar elle anns o' bnalle; e
dreasair, being is bord nan seasamn gu cugalach air Urlar a blna direach cho reidn 's a dn'finag na
cason €. Agus sheal  ri faobh an feine anns o' gneibhi, agus bha ise an sin ga fhefineami,
Catriona.
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Ginabn ¢ dnan ublnaig leis an ord-mnor, an t-ord a' buicell aqus pian o' ruith na ghardeanan.  Cha do

- gnaol an t-seana. chiach dad dnetn. Cha do dn' fhalbh ach crotal is pudar mar cheo, rud beag leis E, ‘s i bha boidneach na latha, le aodach glan solleir (mus do bndsaich a matinair).
- goch bulle. Cha do shaol an t-seana chlach dad de i sam bitlh. Din' fhas maol an duine deary, is Dhganadn i goire cho socair, cho baidnel, ‘s qun sadleadn & nach do rinn i goire a-riamh mus finaca
~ fluch, is bla cuislean i bocadn e cablnaig falo.  Din'fhosgladn a bheu is anns an tiotadn a blnuaileadn eson 1. Rinn & figin goire, na shuidne air a' chloich.  Bha esan air tr fharsainn ds a' Chogadn, slon
~on fHaronn o' chlach, fiuteadn a ghnelleon is thigeadn anal a-mach na h-aon chinap. sobhnaitte, le sgeadachadn de fhasanan suirgne a dn' ionnsaich & anns a* Neibhi, agus bu miath gun
-Z"l 28 robhn sin aige.  Chna robhn Catriona air comnradn gaol de a shamhal a chiuinntinn, agus gneal | a «
f“*‘ | An ceann greis, dnrtidn am fallas air an duine.  Bha eanchainn a' slacadaich na chiaigeann phosadn. Thogadn iad taigh Ur, taigh le lor reidn is balachan comnnard, is- staidire na mheadnan, =
£, ae g bodn lawnon laidr callch 9a fune.  Leig e romie.  Thut an 1-0rd agus #aing crif na dnoibh fin, tuirt ise.  Thogadn qu deimhninne, caisteal, nan deanadn i goire ele.  Thogadn.  Ach eadar
?‘r anrdeamn sios blno na h-tilnean qu barr nam meuran.  Shuidn € air o' chloich, agus shuath ¢ fras a h-ule cal a b ann, cha robh & furasta dna foiseachadn air, agus b' ann air an f-samhradn a
- y s 0 a mhaol.  Clumadh anail griosach cedardaich a' dol bha a chridne o turalich mu: ashaichean. chaidh & chuir & crioch air. Do bldliadana dneug, o
3 “‘ orra ablacln smuan mar naba@an de sheann bhrataich o' stideadn tro inntinn; faigh..garradh.. " _ %
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s Dh' fnidi- € daclag o sreap bil feoir.  Cha dean thu cal dneth, a charaid.  Chan fhiling
~ &in do chudfirom, o shedid.  Sin thu. 0. theab thu.. gabh greim. daingead, cha mindr nach - ..
ofeach eile ‘s bidn - o, sud thu, dnfhalbh fu. Thog & a chas 0s a cionn agus chuir & cnuidn a
bhrdig air a muin. - Ghluais € bho thaobh gu facbin | gus an robln am feur air a pronnadn, dorch.
Amadan creutair, carson a bina i a' sreap an siud co-dnin®

Sheall & ris an ord-mnor anns an fheur.  Bha bualeag gheal air an aghaidn-bhualaidn, is
an or arr a dnroch chaobadn. B iomadach clab a thug ¢ leis, ord a bha tr o chionn da bhliadnna.
Shilb € a gnairdean deas, na fehean cruaidn, is thog & a il ris an taigh.

Do bhiiadnna dneug, cha robh guth aig duine air o Cnogadn an-diugh; cha robh beachd
aca mar a sharaicheadn cogadn duine.  Cha robh cuimhne aig Catriona air suirgne fhasanta. -~ Co-dni,

cha robh na facall freagarrach tulleadn.  Thainig feadnainn de na rudan a thuirt ¢ rifhe gu a fheango.

Corath & a cheann agqus dn' finabhn iad. - Manran.. cibhraidn... maoth... gaol.. - tuit fad air an falamh
cho marbh ris an- daolaig.

Thainig beul Catriona na chuimhne a-rifhist.  Na fiaclan geala, na bilean cruinn, bog, blath,
09. Ac dn' finabh am blotins, dn' fhalblh na fiaclan, tneirig an oge, is sheac na bilean.  Le difh taighe.
Agus dn'thas am beul cuminang, le preason beoga o' ruth a-steach thuige, mar qum b' ann a-steach
a-mnain a bhiodn anall o' dol fromhe.  Facal ulle 's a thigeadn a-mach. "Gu sealladn ort, a dnuine, de
i5 cofreach qun thog Tedrlach is Aonghas is Tormod faighean, ma #ha e cho doirbh sin?  H-ule 16 de
M’ aois ann an foigh ceart; is mise fhathast gqun bhim, gqun shoas an se0®”

"Togaidn wise toigh dnut’ arsa eson.

‘Seadn, seadn.  Cha fogadn tu do thoin far a' bleing, nam faigheadn fu ds leis. Teich, a
* dhuing, va sfrtc annams' tulleadn

~_Brel fou o' dol o shuidne an sin fad an latha " Bha an guth aice cruaidn, cumhang mar na liopan, is
',_:phluiﬂmadh & ¢ ha cheann cho math ‘s ged blniodn 1 o bruidninn.
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"Cnan el, tha mi ' leigel m'" anal.”

Chudla € 1 o' snofaraich mar each aig ceann sgricb ghoirid.  Bha i cho deamhnaidn ris o
chioich fhein. A’ chlach na croich, an feis-meadnan na lios, direach ann an rofinad na starain. -~ Staran
comhnard, leathainn a bha ise ag arroidn.  Nam biodn slabaid dynamite aige, “chuireadn & - o chlach na
mhlle pios.  Sheal ¢ r1 bhoisean.  Ta, cha robh dynamite ann.  Bha ¢ cho math adnirp ¢ile a

dneanamin. - Acnl Thig € simugaid na bhos, is dn'eirich ¢, gu rag. | &
Ginabhn & greim edach air an od. Thog & & qus an robh ule ceort air a chnol, agus ':‘.

tharraing € air o' chloich bulle cho cruaidn is qun leum an t-ord froigh an dirde.  Leig o chlach ds
uspag liatn. - Cinim esan air, malach biho mindlach, gus an robh an fiul a' bragal air cil a shuilean, is
a kirsinn a' fos sgledthach.  Chnim & air qus an do theirig fhoighidinn, gus an do fihras na buillean
foda, fada ro luath.

Thionndaidn & cheann anns an togal airson  siugoid fheth a shadadn, aqus mhotihaich € do
aodann Catriona air an uinneig.

Blha an ot binulle na bu treasa.  Agus an ath the.  Thoisich fuaim a' diosgradn fro a
sgornan.. wi=nal - Uu-hal.. nas airde ' nas dirde.  Cha mhor nach robh a chason ag ¢irigh on falami
le sgeing an tird air a' chioich.  Blha faram an tird na chnluasan a' cumal caismeachd i chridne na
cheann.  Shaoleadn fu ga choimnead gum b' ann o' danns 's o' mire a bha ¢.  Bheireadn € gaire ort.
Cha mndr nach tug & gaire air Catriona, 's i air an uinneig ga choimnead.  Ach cha bu leir dni a
shtilean, a bha ag €irigh na aodann mar bhulgeanan air uachdar loch dneary, stilean a bha a' faicinn
ful anns a' chloich.

Cuiridn an duine ds dna fhein.

D' &igh i ris blon doras, ach s ann a chaidn € fo chuthach gu bhuleach. A
gndirdeanan suas is sios mar mhaide-bualaidn, o' bhnonaid air tultean dnefih, a kine a' fighinn os a
bhriogais.  Cha mhor gun aitneachadn | €. Thainig i a-nul is dn' eigh i D' €igh | a—rithist na b!
drde. D' eigh 1 cho cruaidn 's a b' urrainn dni.  Ghabln | greim air a gnoirdeon leis an da dimb.
Dhieirich na casan aice: bhon falamh, is thainig iad sios.  Bha | na h-¢iginn.







