An Aghaidn Choimineach
e lain Moireach

Dhaitinnich Dolidn o blaratinair o cromadhn as a' phieana...co nach aineachadn Caneidianach air a
forusgon?.aqus gnabh e a-nul 'na choineamn.  Bha innfinn agus o chuimine o' ruitn roimhne, a' cur
sgled air a Rirsinn fhad sa choisich € fhuige.

A cheud rud a mhothaich ¢, cho aosta is a bha Aonghas lain.
- Rud iad air laimh a-chelle agus dn'ainmich iad a cheile anns an fhuachd.  Bha gaoth neimhell bihon

Bhagh o squabadn thairis air an reidnlean fihosgailte, a' slacadaich cofa solleir Aonghnais lain agus
briogais Shaboinn Dholldn mun casan. - Sheall iad gu h-easgaidn ri cheile.  Fad tiotadn, direach, gach

Blha diil aig Aonghas lain qun faomadn faireachdainn air choireigin a-steach air - rudeigin a bhiodn a
dheart cho bidr ris o chianalas - nuair a chuireadn & a chasan a-rithist air falamin Leddnais.  Nach
robh corr agus do frichead bliadnna biho dnfnalbn & as?  Ach dna do dnfinairich & dod, ged a
dnfineuch & ¢ fiein a dniisgadn.  Thubhairt € ris fhein an foiseach gum b' & an sgitins a bu
choireach, ach thuig € a-nise nach b' ¢, gur & saorsa de mhiann bois a thug ann €, qun robh saorsa
bireitheanas romne.  Agus Dolidn Beog cho rag, crion, le droch dneud agus dreach na h-aimsic air a
ghntiis chaol.

Thurt & ri Dolidh gun robh & s,

"Tha mi sqitin, gle sgitn’, ars eson, a theanga ri stracadn tromih chanain far am b' obhaist
dni bhi- dannsa.

Leag Dolidn stil miniogach air.
Tha. 'S fhada bho dn'flhag thu 'n faigh"

Glnobh lod fagsaidn blnon drom a-steach am baile.  Cinrom iad s aig an Koyal, agus choisich iad slos gu
borr o' chidne gun dad a chomhradn eatorra. Bla Aongnas lain e iongnadn o' foirt fainear mar a
dn'atharraich an t-dite.  Cha b' € nach do dn'atharraich Tral, B.C, cuideachd, le caran an f-saoghail
Ach cha robh diil aige ris an letnd an sud - dn'fhairich & mar Rip Van Winkle.  Smaoinich € ciamar
a dninnseadn € seo do Dholidh ach cha b urrainn dno.

Cha robin Dolidn idir air a dndigh o' magail air &' chidne na dneise-Shaboinn agus bina sin follaiseach
na aodonn.

“Tugainn dnan o' Royal," thuirt & mu dneireadn.
"Royal?..on sure. Theid qu dearbh”

Bha ¢ a' deanamh dragh do Dhoildn nach deidneadn aige air cal a radn ri birathair.  Ach ¢o air a
bhruidaneadn & ris? e fios a bin' aig Aonghas lain mu chaoraicn mo mu darodn o wu i sam bit
elle air an t-saognal’  Dihaighnich € dnan an ceann Uine ciamar a dn'fndg e an teaghlach, thal.
Thug Aongnas lain balgam os a ghloine, agus dninnis € dna.  Bha Don post' ann an Oftawa, obair




P
|r"
-

mhath oige ann an oifisean an Kiaghattais, agus Aléx 09 obair aig Boeing ann an Seattle, agus Claire
post' oig fear a \ancouver agus dihis chlinne aco.

"S & Gus a thair am mac aice,’ ars esan le gaire mhoifedl.
‘Gus,’ arsa Volidn.  "Gle mhnath. - Gle mnatin”

Cha robn fios aige carson a blna Gus gle mhath.

Thug Aonghas lain wallet ds a pindcaid, lon- phnaipearan agus notaichean.  Tharraing & pasgan dnealbhan
0s. Shin & air a' bhord iad, agus thog e a-rithist iad, aon an-deidn aon, o bruidninn.

‘Sin Don a-nis..aqus Mary.Mairi.mi fin is Sue is Don..seo Gus, balach da-rireabnl.Mairi is
Gus is Claire is -0, sin Bil, Bil an duine aig Claire.  Gus a-rifiist, tha & coltach rium... Alex, Claire, Don

Georrloch agus Sue..duine math, Wil..cll an faighe...Sue a—rifhist.  Chnan fhaca fusa Sue a-riamh.bina i
breagna, Sue..

Boreannach eireachdall a bih' anns an dealbh, ceart qu ledr. Sue.  Aqus aodainn elle nach fhac' agus
nach fhaiceadn esan.  Ainm aig Aongnas lain dnaibh ule, ainmeannan coimiheach, neonach.  Thug € st
orra arr fad, a dn'aindeoin sin, is & ag aomadn a chinn ri blratinair.  Ach cha robh annfa ach leusan,
plosan faileasach paipeir ar bord anns n Royal, aghaidnean nach robh 'na- shaoghol-san.

Thog Aonghas lain na dealbhan agqus charaich ¢ air ais ‘na pindcaid iod.

Nuaic a rainig iad dnachaigh, bha Anna am piuthar o' feitneam an-sin, anns an doras, is 1 a' fasgadn
a lomnon le fadacihd is iomagain. - Chuir 1 a gairdeanan mu. amhaich Aonghais lain, phog i €, agus thug |
ceum an comhair a ciil, a lomhan fhatnast air gualainnean a bratnar.  Bha dedir na stilean.

R ‘Gun din fu Féin_Gun ditn u Fen.
- Shuath | na dedir le o h-aparon.

f‘ B Dolldn is a creann air faradn 4o comnead
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"Steach lebh. - Trobhad a-steadn’ ars e, | b

Shuidn Aonghas lain aig an uinneig, agus sheall & mun cuairt.  Latha bristealach geaminraidn, shaolleadn
dune gun am fuachd o' geurachadn oirean an f-saognall.  Bha na beannfan dubhgnorim mar a bha lad
na chumhne, bha an loch cho lon, an cladach.  Cha robh an t-ellean air afinarrachadn; bha an t-ellean
bitn-bhuan.  Acn nas fhaisge, fa chomhnair, chitheadn € mulaich-sgleat, uinneagan mora agus
lodnlainnean beago. Bha seann chairt-chopaig air beulaibh an t-seann taighe, cliatihaich a dnith oirre, "
cnn nan tromaichean fodna anns an falamh . Na h-eich air a dnol a fasan agus na cairtean gon A
tiodnlaigeadn fein air an ceann-direach.  Agus a dnachaigh fiein gun miullach, air fuifeam na broinn. %
Feur garbhn odnar air a h-ule ni a biha uaireigin am meadnan a shaoghail. A-mach as an loraich ud
dnfinabn esan don Chogadn; a-measg an furr chlachan ud a charaich & uime a dneise, an oidnche a

thog & air a Chanada, a chionn fhada mhor an t-saoghall..

Feasgar geamiroidn ann an Vb, biha an teaghlach qu leir mun blnord: - Domnal Mor, Belag a bhean,
loin, Masdair, Sine, Anna, Aonghas lain, Ciorstaidn agus Dolidn Beag.  Bha lain agus Masdair air forladn.
Thurchair dnabhn a thighinn dnachaigh air an aon oidncine ann an taigh Dinominail Minoir. ~ Aasdair os
a' Nebhidn agus lain as na Caneidianach, Frincess Fat's, dithis bhalach cho grinn a dn'thalbh a Leodnas
o-riamh. - A-measqg aobinneis agus onghnail, bha an teaghlach o' gabhail an naidneachd, comnla. - Belag,
nam foigheadn 1 leisgeul sam bith o' cur a laimh air qualainn no air gllin fear seach fear de ‘na
strainnsearan,” mar a bh'aic orro.

An fheadnainn 0ga gun ghuth air cadal ri feuchainn orra na bonaidean agus o' coimnead nan frusqgan.
Cha robh difih fuaim no- cedl-gaire.

Aig an om ud, bha Aonghas lain beagan is sia bliadnna-deug. Blha ¢ ri faighneachd de_ biraitihrean an
robh medals aca, is € ga fiaicinn fiein le feleadn uaine o' cliiche na pioba sa chas air o' pharapet 's

na Geormaitich a' losgadn air 's esan air a leon gu dona ach o' cumal o' dol a dn' aindeoin cunnairt s

ha Slophortaich o gabhall misneachd 's ag €irigh a9 &igheachd Cuidich an Kigh 's a deanamn sgrios
eagalach air an namnaid agus an Kigh a' caradn V.C. arr a bhrolleach-san ‘s ¢ tileadn a Leodnas le

cas gnort sa posadn & bhreagha sa crochadn a V.G air o' blhala 1 faobh a' chalendar aqus bhiodn €
09 innse dna mhic mar a choisinn & €. Fadachd air gus am biodn € an acis falbh don Fraing, :
Cha robh a dnridne aig lain no Aasdair a dninnseadn dna na biha romine an-sin, ‘kg
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~ Fadachd cogaidn no sith cha robh air Dolidn Beag n odnche ud.  Palach seimh, cho seimh na ghne is
qun deach earrainn mhor de dn' Oige seachad gun fhios dna.  Di'fhag sin na bhodach gruamach ¢ o

chionn fihada, o' chamh ann an afnreachas.

B' & sud an turas mu dneireadn a-riamih a bha an teaghlach cruinn. - Sia miosan an-deidn dna dnol air
ais bio fhorladn, chaidn lain a chal.  Mar a fhuair omadach porant elle, fhuair Dominall agus Belog
fios agqus chaidn Belag gqu caoineadn, an uairsin agus o-rithist nuair a rainig pasgan beag de
treolloichean a bin' aig lain aqus dnd no tri medals ann an ceis aodaich dnubh.  Deireadn sgedl lain, a
dn' fhalbh bho fearail sunndach a Montreal don chogadn, latina is Canada gu leir a' smeideadn agus ri
chomihaoisean 0go.

Leig Aonghnas lain osann trom as. Dod ach air ruighinn Leddnas aqus mar tha am bas mar neul na
nntinn. An Canada, ged a chaochall Sue, ged a blna dolgneasan air corra stad a chur na cheum, cha
robn & a-riamn bualteach ri osnaich.  Ach cha deidneadn aige ar a smuaintean a thogail qu nithean
ele. PBha dige o-nise, an-deidn dna agnaidn a chur air an fineadnainn a biha fhatinast beo de a
dnaoine, ri coinneachadn agus ri reife a dneanamhn leis na mairbh. - Naoinear ann an Plle, fritir
an-diugh, seann mnaighdeann, seann fhleasgach agus seann bhanfrach.  Co shaolleadn gun sioladn iad
05 cho luath?  Adn mhaireadn an sloinneadn ann an Canada, seach qun robh Don posta.  Ainm
Dhomhnall Mnoir ann an Ottawa..aqus nam posadn Aex...ainm a bhrathar AMasdair air-son, Masdair nach
do il nas motha as a' chogadn.

Aosdair Dinominail Mnoir na shuain cadall ann an' rim beag shios am broinn na. ing-chogaidn.
Sedladairean sqih nan cadal mun cuairt air. - Gu h-obann, iarann ga reubadn sa ga stialladn, daoine o
sgreuchal, feol, sal a' faomadn a-steach innfe.  Saoghal bun-os-cionn.  A' faighinn o chasan fodno.
Dean air on darodn. Daoine a' gablnail dna chnelle, o' mionnan agus o' gal.  Gaidneol eille air a cintlaibh,
- brunndal, A Dhia gléidn mi, a Dhia gleidn wi"  Lamhan air an arodn, ule neart ga shiaodadn finein
" cugs. - Guin ag &igheacnd - Masdairl  Masdair! Am fear elle o deanamn cronan amingnaireach ga
* higel fiein ris an aradn, o' feuchainn ri sreap.  An da gairdean dneth aig na n-uilinean.  Sual. A
~ duine o sealladn.  Fodna.  Suas leis.  Muir- dubh agus dearg agus geal, am bos a' sludisreadn mu
-~ chliasidean is & o direadn  Spreadnadn eie.
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Q*M dna robh iod, sgaol leotina nach diochuimnneachadn fad gqu brath lain no Adasdair, ach cha robh

" A W

lomhaigh fear seach fear dniubh aca an-dugh.  Gilean grinn, direach, a blna an-dugh dnaibh mar
cheumannan sa gainmiich '

Agus an uairsin, an dieastanasan  cuimnneachaidn mu dneireadn, bha € an dochas, gum am* biodn na
fiachan poignte..e fnein ri fabln a Chanado.

Chitheadn & chno solleir na chuimne na thachair. Athair aig ceann na beinge, Domnal Mor, o
sgridadn lasroichean an teine, o faicinn balaich a dn'fhalbh 's nach do thil. 'S a-nise Aonghas lain, a
thug a bheatha ds o Pnraing, esan a-nochd a' fabh a' Chanada.  Bhna fios aig Dominnal Mor ciod & a
bha an dealachadn seo i ciallachadn.  Bha Belag ga cumal fiein cho dripell is a burrainn dni, o
faignneacnd na driochuimnnich & sud no sud elle.  Robhn na stocainnean gorm aige? Agus fad na
h-tine i sealfainn 's ri seallfainn ris, mar gum biodn eagal oirre qun deideadn roinnean dnetin as a
cuiminne qu siorraidn. - Cach na fosd, a faicinn i mor mar eachdraidn 1 tachairt:

L

Nuair a dn'fialbh € an uair ud - an darna turas a-riamh a dn'fhalbh e, cha fug € an aire do neach
ach a pharanfan..Belag ri gal ga chomhead, agus Dominall Mor samhach, a' tionndadh a- chtlaibh agus
a' gobhall seann cheum from airfinealach a-sfeach an staran.

Ghnabn & cus i ol ann an Stedrnablnagh, aqus dnlisg € e ceann goirt is Canada roimhne.
"Chan el moran am follais dnetin am follois an-dugh, ars Anna.
"Chan el fhreagair Aonghas lain. "Chan el gu dearblna.  An seann dachaigh - old home..”
Sheal & rite le fiamh a* ghdire.

"Na ba" ars ice. "Drum na ba.  Tha.."
Rinn 1 shodna gaire 1is le a beu.
Cha robhn cuimnne aice air dad dna leitnid  Diwaitinicn Aonghas lain air na slilean aice.  Dinatiich €,

le uaminas, gun robn Anna airson trod ris, airson rudeigin eigheacind ris, gun robhn farmad aige ris.
Chunnaic € gun robh | aosta, caol
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; "Tha gu dearblha , cumhn' againn air a -ule cdl.  Cuimne, Fios ogus faireachdainn, air - "Ciamar o tha Masdair an Dudu®" e
a h-ule..cal Aonghas lain.  lomadach rud.."
: Agus chratihadn Masdair bocnd a cheann.
Dingiricn Anna agus choisich i air a socair a-mach don chidsin, critn na beu. D& fios a b dige-san®

Bodach sadlbhir & faobh eile an t-saognail?  Fad bhliadnnaichean nam bliadnnacnan, ise gu moitell ag "Blnasaich Aasdair bocind bhno chnionn fhada.”
innse dna comihearsnaich gun robn Aongnas lain aca-san ' faighinn air adnart.  Agus mar a chaidn "Nifeen-fifty-six, bliadnna an t-sneachnda mndir,' cnanadn Anna, ag osnaich agus ag iarraidn 8
na rofhean 's na bliadnnaichean seachad, cho doirbh is a bla € dni a bhi a brudninn air, daoine o' U brudninn mu chinn-crrioch. :-t
faignneacnd cuin a bha diil ris dnachaigh air chuairt?  Robn fada o nach d fhuair iad biuaitine® -
Doone elle o' fileadn o am qu om.. Mu dneireadn squir Aonghas lain " dn'fhaighneachd. {
Ach cha do thil esan.  Agus nuair a thainig € mu dneireadn thal, ann am meadnon o' gheamnraidn, de Thadnail & a-staigh air an fheadnainn a blna fhathast air an caomnnadn, gach uair le millon ceist air
bl ann dnetn ach seann duine reamnar borr o theanga a' dol a-sfeach chun an taighe.  Ach nuair a chitneadn € an duine, cho creicedladn
falingeach an tac an feine, cha bhiodn moran aige ri rodn ris, agus b' ann air aimsir aqus cridneacian
'S a our dneth mu dneidninn the old home... Home a dn'fhog esan cho luath is a fhuar € an cofhrom. log a chuireadn & seachad an fhionnairidn.  Chuir € iongnadn air cho briste is a bha an duagh nan |
Cna robn gaisnean dnetin ann nuair a chaochall athair, no a mnathair, no Sine, no Clorstaidn blnockd. clointe.  Bha € faingel qun robh ¢ finein air Canada a toirt oir - bha ¢ air a bhith san uaigh qu
Na nas wotna aig iomadach am elle a bha feum aca air cobhair, cha do nochd € finein o sgllinn se0. 'S & gnothach eagalach a b ann, ach bha € na b' fhaisge na digne ris na beanntan 's ri
ruadn de chud airgd coigrich ann an Canada na bha & ri dnacine finein.  Fiit 's Dolidn agus Anna.  An ditinis aca cho
duinfe, an taing a-chelle agus neo-ar-thaing a-chelle mar da chlach mhul air cladach. D' fineumadn ¢
To, nuair a chaochal a bhean fnein, nuair a dn'finog na h-iseanan aige an neoad, abair thusa gun do faighinn a-steach orra, oir cha bhiodn cothrom aige tuileadn.
rinn & air Leddnas an uairsin..
Thoisich Aonghas lain o' conaltradn mu chor an t-saoghai, feuch an lorgadn iad ceangal sam
Facal cha turt & mun dachaigh a bh' aca an-dugh, ged a biiodn € na shuidne gu comhfhurtal na bith ach ful thana agqus cumhneachain eaforro.
broinn... Na chuir ise as a corp bho ehionn seachdain a' sqiradn 's o' nigneadaireacid 's o
sgioblachadn.... An aon fnonn aig gach seann chroidsear a thileadn, ma b fhior o' caoidn na dn' fhalbh, "Bu chndir, theireadn ¢, "bu choir dna Nixon am bom a thuiteam air na VC's. Menace dearg. Polaich
Ta, feuch riuf, an deidneadn iad a dn' finuireach dnan taigh-dnubh, no an difadn iad suidne ann an 0ga ri basachadn thal sud, for what?  Am bom, short and sweef, stadadn sin id”
oo’ Agus chim iad clor ‘s an dife gus na chuir dadine elle ds de na seann nitnean, &' cur na
" h-oighreachd ann an ordugh le st agus fallas, gan marbhadn fngin.. Bl fios aige gun robh easbihaidnean o' Ghaidnlig o' cur dreach nas corraiche air a bheachdan na b
orra anns o' Breurla.  Ciamar eile a bhruidineadn € ge-1a¢ Ma bha a' Ghaidnig-san air meirgeadn le -
~ A cheud latha no dna, b' ann ri ruith air na comhaoisean agqus na cairdean a bha an fritic nan dith cleachdadn, chan roblh am Beurla-san a-riamh air a fhighinn qu- inbine.
'_Z;OW\hmdh. Bha a' mhor chud dnubh anns a' chladn. Shealladn Anna ris.  Cha robh fios aice ¢0 air a bhiodn & a-mach. Ach fireagradn | gu fruasall nach
: 5 & sin, balaich 0ga ri basachadn ' qun finios air domhnain carson, aqus shuatinadn | a boisean air a
;%ﬂg:ogadh Aonghas lain ainm, mar a thigeadn Tomhaigh chuideigin gu a chuimine. glineon. S
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" Bheireadn Dolidn greis o' combead gu dir ris an teine. A h-ule lothna, bhiodh & o' leughadn a

; phaipeir, aqus a9 &isteacnd ri na naidneachdan.  Ged nach deidneadn € glon dnan an aghaidn
feachdaireacnd na n-eaglais, dn' gisteachd & ri naidneachdan an lotha air an t-Soboinn fiein.  Bha fios
aige de bhna dol, 's ann dige a bha. -Ach cha biridnneadn esan air "™Nixon" cho folbheumach ri sud.
D& fios a bin' dige-san dé bu chdr dna ceannardan a bhith i deanamin®

‘0, tha na sedd sin edlach air an gnothaichean finein, chanadn €, qu faicealach. *Co-dhi,
chan &l fhios againn. - Cna foir duine a char a President Nixon, ‘s iongantach. - Nach ¢
fear-ogn a ' ann dnetn”

Chaileadn Aonghas lain fhoighidinn leis. - Gu bras, chanadn e, "For God's—sakes, man 's cinnfeach gu
phell thu o' faicinn.."  Ghnabhadn € roimhne, aithreacihas air gun do dn'finosgall € a bheul blno thiis, aqus
sin ga dneanamn nas fiadnaiche.

Fhreagradn Dolidn qum b ann aig Aonghas lon finein a b* fhearr fios, is € a' cafheamh a chairfel
thall a measg na Yanks.

Dh' fheuch Doiidn corra uair ri rudan innse mu a bleatha fhein.  Cha robh e furasta, de a thaghadn
neadn a rooin fnarsaing leth-cheud bliadnna?  An innseadn € mar a bhna clisean anns na twenties
nuair a bha esan na freun neart’  Am burrainn dnd  An innseadn & mu threabnadn, mu chur, wu
~ bluain = bhuaineadn eson leis an speal na latha suas ri leth-cheud adag arblnair, agus cheangaileadn e
lod was deidneadn a' ghnrion fodna.  An deanadn & dealbh dna air bas atiair?  Air an darna ginealach
a dn' fnalbn air odnne fognair nuair a bha iad abaich dirson an leagal anns an Frraing?  An
tuigeadn am fear sprogail, suttiinor ud ¢o ris a bha ¢ cottach a bt clirfe le siataig is tu a
dn'aindeoin sin o' cotnachadn 11 geaminrachadn bheathaichean, ri- sgealpadn bhuntota air lafha rog

- Earroicn? 0 dna fuigeadn a cnooidn, nas wotha na Huigeadn esan wu chruadalan, agus dmnghairean a
« Hnainig air o' chud a chaidn a-nul dnan Cholle, na gilean 0ga le 'm bonaidean moran a shedl air falbh,
gu soognal ur.

Aon latha fuar grianach, chaidn an difhis aca cuairt mu chriochan na lofa. Rainig lad a-steach sruthan
~ for am b' ablaist dnabh a bhifn ag lasgach as t-samnradn is iad nam proidsich bheag.  Abair insgach

noan clachan agus an t-eagal a biiodn orra romh easgannan. %

"Cumn' agad, ‘ais-lain" arsa Doidn, "an lotna a ghlac sinn easgann 's a ghedrr sinn 1 na
sia plosan?  Agus thainig Coinneach Ruadn, agus thubhnairt esan gun deidneadn gach bloigh
den easgann ann an ceann fichead mionaid"

Blha Aongnas lain i lachanaich. Bl cuimine gle mhath aige mar a shuidn fad fad finn shuaineach an
lotha a' comhead ris na bloighean easgainn a' feitheamh, aqus cho famaitteach is a bha iad nach deach
ha plosan nan sia easgonnan, No nan aon.

Choisich iad an faobh ud agus an faobh-sa, a' cumihneachadn de b dbhaist a bhith ga chur anns an
lorach feannalg, coit' am biodn canach ban, deocagan, deanntagan.

Mu dneireadn, chuir fad car mun iodnlainn aqus rainig lad doras an t-seann foighe.
"Bl cuimin' agad nuair a sgriobh wise AJML 15 ann an clach ri faobh an dorois®"

Dealbh faifneach.  Aonghas lain le sprod iarainn agus olea, latha sam bith a bhiodn dorfadn ann is
nach fnaight' a-mach a chiuch.  Thug ¢ fad raifh a' sgelbeadn Iifrichean anns an leac - leac i
taobh an dorais, mu cheitnir troighean an dirde: binon folamin.

Chanadn a minothair anns an dol seachad dni "Oh, bheil thusa fo mo chasan a-ritinistt Diomihanas.
Faigh sibh cdil-idir nas fnearr na sin a dnéanamin®”

Ach cha do shaoll Aongnas lain no Doildn Beag qum b e diomhanas a bin' ann. Bhiodn iad a bruidninn
air, ann an sud, far an robh iad nan seasamn an-drosta.  Bhiodn ainm Aonghais lain-an sud qu brath.
Bhiodn luchd-tadnall ann an 206 o' stad agus o leughadn, agus o' smacineachadn air Aonghas lain- nuair
a shudneadn lad a-staigh aig an feine.

Aqus bha ladsan an sud an-dugh, agus cha lorgadn fad o chlach.  Cha robh ceitnic froighean de bhalla
on ¢is. Crom on ditinis agus aimhsich iad leac an sud 's an-seo.
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~ Sheal Aonghos lain ri Doildn.  Bha Doiidn o coivbead ris na dachan a bha lefnadn-fodna anns an
~ famin Chuir & a.lomi air gualainn Dholidn,

“That's the way of it AL b, An taigh a bha gu bhith ann co-dnit, ge bith dé
thigeadn as a' rathad. 'S beag a bha dndil againn. Dolidn od son, en?"

"S beag gu deimhinne.  Ach sin mar a tha saoghal” arsa Dolidn, a' sealfainn gu coomh ris
na seann stilean liatin-gnorm, agqus ris na lamhan boga geala a rinn an obair an uair ud.

Sheas ad far an robh iad, lmh Aonghnais lain fhatihast air gualainn Dinolidn, gach fear a-nise a' fighinn
ar a shocair finein sios fro na blladnnaichean.  Nuair a thog Aongnas lain a lamh, choisich iad gu
dlaodach chun an taigh Uir, &' brudninn air cho cunnarfach is a bha na clachan leis an reotihadn.

Pon oidnehe Bladnna' Uire, nuair a bhna Dolidn wu letn-cheud bliadina a dn'aois, b blotinachadn math
daoroich air 15 & na shuidne le grunnan elle ag 0l leann.  Bha leann air or o' bihothain anns an robh
lod, agus tri casgaichean fiodna ann an oisean ds an d' fiuair iad an carthannas.  Sheinn iad amiron
ho dna, brudninn air na cooraich, agus tharraing iad o Seumas Ruadn mu dneidninn rid a bh' aige, cino
bochd 's a bha ¢. Bha iad g dnoighel.

Thainig triir ghilean 0ga a-steach is iad fnein le dearrsodn na deoch nan aodainn. - Thoisich iad ri
seinn; duan Beurla mu dneidninn cowboys.  Thubhairt Murchadn Ulleim riutha falbh leis na h-aminrain
sin, mur a seinneadn iad Gaidnlig thoireadn lad na- sifigean orra. - Ach 's ann a thoisich na lacich air
fonn agus facall ele, inneag dnrabasta Bleurla.  Cha fubhairt Murchadn Ulleim riutha falbh no saur,
agus ged o thubhairt € rubbish na croichl - Din'eist & fhein agus cach qu fuirealach ris na briatiran.
Nuaic a chunnaic na gllean gun ghabn na fleasgaich am biathadn, stad iad gu h-obann an teis
mineadnan rainn, agus thoisich fad 1 fanaid orra.  Rinn fad forr chaineadn.

v Pha corraich arr Doiidn Beag ged nach robh & cinnteach carson, agus chaidn an dublnan a tharraing
U loidir ann-san.

'Ihublnalr’r lod rudan gronda ris mu dneidninn bhoireannaich.  Nach robh € comnla ri te a-riamh anns o'
ﬁﬂgm no ris a' bhord-shlios no an oite elle ach ‘na chuid aislingean salach.  Gum bu choir dna dnol
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ann oM monastery.
Dhteirich Dolidn agus dn' iarr & orra a dnol a-mach a shabaist.  Aost' is gu robh & a-bharrachd o,
bha & cinnteach gun cuireadn € fuainealaich nan cinn. - Pleigeardan an latha ' dugh, air on fogall air

lce~cream Is Beurl.

Bha na gllean folichte qu leor. Mach leotha o' seanais nam measq fiein.  Lean a h-ulle duine
o-mach lad, or bha roidn de sheanachas arr a gealfainn.

Thig Dolidn a shneacaid, chur & smugaid ‘na bhoisean agus thog € a dna dnorn.
Anns an ath thiotadn, nochd nighean o diteigin agus thug 1 as leis an t-seacaid.

Dh' ¢ign Dolidn as a deidn.  Bha aigead agqus lefh-bhotal na sheacaid.  Stad ise.  Cha robhn quih aige
air sobaist tulleadn.  Bha na gllean ri lachanaich, coch a' priobadn air o-cheile.

“Til leis an t-seacaid sin, am biods!"
"Troblhad agus faigh i

Ruith €, glan as a chiall.  Nam faigheadn esan greim oirre, an storrag -
"N aire ort fhein" dn' ¢igh fear 09 PBoireannach cunnartach a ' agad an sinl
Nuair a bhuannaich ¢ faisg oirre, tug 1 a casan leatha a-rithist, e Dolidn na dneann ruith air a sa

suos fron bhalle.  Bha anall Dholidn na uchd, leann o glugail na bhroinn. - Thionndaidn isea-maeh, far
an rathaid, a-mach qu leas bheag le goradn cloiche. Leum i an garadn.

Shreop Dolidn an goradn ogus tuit & air an facbh elle. Bla i na seasamh i a thaobh.  Chiieadn & -

ha casan dice suas chun na gliinean. Dh' &irich €, agus rug € air an oodach aice. Cha do ghluais 1.

"Na reub mo chuid aodaich," fiubhairt |, gu socar.



 Dhfnedch e 1 rudeigin a rodn ach bha innfinn bun-0s-cionn ogus cha gnabhadn fuigs' air na
briatnran o thainig o=mach,

Nighean Mnic *An Thorivoid, caleag ainmell anns an sgire, ga cinoimnead e gaire ann an solas na

- gealaich. A sheacaid air a ctlaibh.

i

Rug € air ghualainn oirre, leth dndil aige larach nan cdig fnagal air a gruaidn.  Ach dn' finidic € cho
cruinn agus cho bog is a bha a qualainn ogqus stad €. Sheall & rifne, 1 a h-aodann, 11 a broileach..

Tha thu puffed out, a bhei® ars ice
Blha na liopan aice faleasach, is iad beagan o cheie.

Cha robin cach air an leantainn idir.
miiainn.

Cna robh anns an t-saoghol ach € fhein, agus ise, agus a
Tharraing e fhuige |, aqus leig ise sin leis.  Sheall | suas ris.  Chrom esan a cheann ann am bruadair
agus dnfineuch ¢ ri a pogadn,
Leum i air falbh uaitine.

| "Teich, a trustair, Sud do sheacaid"
A@us leum i an garadn, o goireachdainn.

Aqus a-nise bhna Daiidn agus Aonghas lain nan suidne aig o' bhord, greis an-deidn am biadn, a9
eus’reachd i Anna am piuthar a-muigh anns o' chidsin is | a' nighe nan- sofihichean.

;‘ Feasgar na Blodn' Ure. An trilic nan fost, o cuimnneachadn, o smaoineachadn agus o' feitneami.
B 9 & N an seorsa feasgar o fann do sheann daoine.

%\&' 1{ 5 1 alr on ’r—savv\hclnalr gu In—oloann i ﬂnosgaﬂ an doras a-muigh agus tinaom groligean bhalach
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a-steach, a' stracadn nan cas agus a' brunndall.

".on f-aran qun an t-im
thidh sinn an t-m qun an t-aron..

Dusan aca, ke aodach pulagach agus aghaidnean comheach orra.  Facaidean Corn Flakes aqus
bucais-bhrog air an gearradn sios, feusagan cloimne, stilean iargatta, bedl reotinte chumihang fhosgailte.
Carson nacn dinadn ind doras as an deidn?  Grroisg na wallachd, ag iarraidn airgd 's cha b & aran no
m.
Ach bha Aonghas lain tolichte am faicinn.

‘Stod, a bhalachaibln. ~ Stad" ars esan.
Stad na baloich.  Thionndaidn na n-aghaidneon ric.

"Nise, candidn sbh a-rithist €, ust one more time, dna seann bhodach, nach can?"
Gihnog na h-agnaidnean. 'S math a blha fios aig na balaich cait an robh sineadn math.
"Fuirich an drost” ars Anna, o' tighinn a-steach ds o' chidsin, a' suathadn a lamhan na h-aparan. *Gus

a foic mise co t'againn.”

Thog i a lmnan gu a ceann agus dn' igh |, mar a rinn 1 gach Callainn-ris an sgiobadn blnorb
neochiontach ud.

‘0, mo chreubhags, abair baloich eagalach!
Aqus bha siofaraich air cll na feusagan, na balaich a* putadn air a chelle.

Ghabh Anna a-null thuca, feuch an dearcadn i air fear a dn' afhneachodn . A coimhead a-steach

fro tholan nan siilean gorm wmuinntir o Ghilinne! - Seonaidn, nach €2 0, 's fu qu dearbina, a bhraidean,

cha leig fnu fnein a leasl Agus mo direachn-sa thdinig, ¢d am bodach uamnasach a tha seo?  Seal an
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'f;-'?heusa@ ~ obhl obhl An fu fein a rinn an aghoidn choimneach, cha chreid wi qur tu, nach & d

atiaair o rinn €, a ghroidn.
"Una b' &, ma-tha," fhreagair am balaich.

Murdo 'An Chaluim! 'Cha b' & ma-tha, ' ars esanl O dn' adithineachadn sinne do chominradn an aite som
bith.  Comnradn d' athar, 0 's e!"

'Co an cashier?  Co tha gabhail an airgd?" Doiidn ri fs sqith, draught neiminell mu: chasan, mi-shealbh
orro.

Dh' aithneachadn Anna comhradn *An Chaluim... lain Chalum: Dinominnail. Aig- banais Shine: Chaimbel, bho
chionn fhada.  Gille fichead bliadnna agus ise deugachon bhliadnnaichean nas sine na €. Bu fric a
smaoinich | air na thachair...corra uair, nuair a bhiodn Dolidn o' gabhail an Leablnair, fhurchaireadn € air
caibidell a dn' fhogadn qu fruagh i, oir bha dochas aice nach biodn a h-onam cailte... cha robh a
peacannon ach beag - ach an aon ud - aqus bha earrainnean anns an Fririnn a bha eagalach trom
air o leitnid. D' atneachadn ise guin lain Chaluim, aqus faileas a ghuth aig Murdo beog, a mhac a
b' Oige, cuideach..

Nis," ars Aonghas lain, "nuair a chanas mi tri

Shuidn Anna.

‘Aon... Dha.. tril

I a bhannan Ir a bho
Cur-o-mach na bannagon
RE tnidn sinn an t-aran qun an -im
0 tnidh sinn an -m gun an t-aran
R hidh sinn o' chhdis leatha fhnein
B Carson o reist o biodn sin falawin

. Onan el am bronn na fardaich

Nach gabh sinne an drosta bloigh dnetn

B aid® -k v et - o d S i SR T
Ach aon ni tha sinn ag dicheadn '
Nitlagan blhuntota carrach
Chan el fad farasd an gidlain
Chan el iad sunndach no fallain
Chumadn ad seachd frofh gun eiridn
An neach as treuna tha sa blnaile.

A bhean-an-toigh ¢irich suas

Georr cUl cobaig 's na gedrr barr d' ordaig
Ach mar a tfoir thu rud dnan na balaich
Theid do dnubhadn as & bhaile

'S tneid do dnatihadn as an feine

Mach qu Latha Bride."

Thuirt iad "Bride” gu math ord, o' tuigsinn gun robln iad o' bagairt ged nach robn fios aca co bi'ann
am "Bride” no ¢o air a bha an duan a-mach.

Bha Aongnas lain o' crathadn a chinn, a' gaireacidainn. - Air ctl nan aghaidnean-coimneach, bha na
h-aodainn bheaga ruiteach o' cur a-mach raisean teangaidn ris.  Cablnaig air na sedd chun na cuirme.
Ach b ann air na h-aghaidnean-comheach a bha aire Aonghnais lain.

'Seo, a bhnalachaibh," arsa esan, spriilleach airgid na loimh, sinte a-mach ri fear an sporain. S
ongantach gu faigh sbh an corr bluamsa, so make the most of it

Ginobh am balach on t-airgead, agus am beagan obhaisteach a thug Dolidn Dinominnail Mindir dinaibh.
Cna b ann a h-ulle bliadnna a biniodn bodach a Canada anns a' bhaile air Oidneine inam: Bannag,

Blna Doildn o smaoineachadn air a bhrofinair, ged a bha a dntilean air na balaich.  Chna b urrainn dna
gobhall ris gum b' & sud a bhrathair, gum biodn fod o' mire agus a' ruh agus a' cadal combla

uareign - a' Yok ud a bhna o tabhann airgead gun chial dna na balaich?

"‘Siuthadaibln, ma-tha, " arsa Anna.  "Siuthadaibh.”
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m h—aghaldhean—oowheaoh ri frial.  Cha robln feum aig na balaich air agnaidn-chnoimiheach ann.

Mo bheannacihd ai@ an toigh a tn'ann
~ "Eadar dadine ‘s crodn is clann
 Rilteas bidn s paitteas aodaich

ls shinfe daonnan gu robln ann..”




