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Eu-ceartas Ait
le Cairistiona Stone

Cha robh call air fhagall a-nis.  Na phriosanach - a-ritinist - qun sgllinn ruadn na phocaid.

Shuidn Ruairidn air an t-sefthear chruaidn agus shlaod € culblrig ghnlas mu thimeheall a ghitinean, o

- feuchainn ri cofiurtacnd bheag air choireigin o tharraing bhno shuidneachadn.  Ach, dé math? B’ e

choire fhein a b ann gu robh & anns an toll dnubh, dndlumach seo a-rithist. ~ Carson a-riamih nach
b' urra dna a bith coltach ri coch? B esan an t-amadan; an comhnaidn air dneireadn air cotirom a
gnabhall. - An-comihnaidn aig on dife chearr aig an am cheorr.  Solais dearg a' dol dneth air gach

faobh..ach Ruairdn coir o' cumal o gearradn co-dnit.  Bhreob € a chas le mileadn-duil, feorg o

faighinn lamin-an-uachdair - fearg & bha war pndirt de bheatina Ruairidn bno 's cuimnne leis.  Ruith ¢

a lomhan fro fhalf, agus dnlin & a dntilean.  Co aig a biha fios nach fosgladn iad air beatha qu tur
eadar-dneolaichte.

Beatina mar a bin' aig a biratinair Daibhidn.  Daibhidn - an duine mor beartach; dubhadn-greine air
feadn gach drrlich de chorp.  Nach b' e dn'fthaodadn o ghrian a ghabnal, na sgiobair air corsair o'
toirt daoine beartach elle air feadn an t-cooghall. - Cha robh dite ‘s nach roblh Daiblnidn.  Bha Ruairidin
seachd sgitn ag gisteachd ris na sgeulachdan a bin' aig Daiblnidn choir, uair sam bith a thileadn ¢ 1
dnachaigh.  Searbhn agqus a' cur thairis e mileadn-duil, dn'eisteadn Ruairidh le aon chiuais, o' chluais elle '
bodnar, qun fhaireachdainn.  Nan cluinneadn & aon uair el wu dneidninn non tirean-cein, suaimnneas
agus sablnress..

Bha dachaighean aig Daibhidn ann an iomadn pairt den ditinaich - roghainn aige air caife a deigheadn
& Uair sam bith a fhogradn €. Duine glc a bin' air airgead a shabhaladn aqus a chur ann am breice
i martear.  An diil an figeadn & a dnelidn air Rudiridn?  Le braoisgeadn, duiminich Ruairidn an turas
mu dneireadn a bha € sa phriosan. A suidne na dneise spaidel o comnead air Ruairidn mar nach
robh ann ach cuid-thruais.  Cha b' ann le co-fiulangas idir ach sedrsa de mnagadn aqus fanaid an
cornair a shila 's o' sqaoleadn air feadn aodann, gun i 's st fhalach.

Cha b' & nach robh Ruairidn o feuchainn i shiighe dneanamhn a's an t-saoghal, ach #hdinig a n-uile
cal air na fhut a lamh gu neoni.  Neoni mor, cruinn.  Call air fad.  Bho dn'fhag & an sqol, bina
Ruairidn air feuchainn aon chedard 's an uair sin fear eile. An foiseach plumaireachd ach cha robh o
chiis a' cordadn ris.  Mi=fhoighidneach agqus qun chomas leantainn, thionndaidn & innfinn gu dealan agus
obair dealanair.  Ach, cha robh an obair a' fighinn air cail na b' finedrr na plumaireachd. - Sheachain e
an da chuid.

Cha b' & sin dna Adean, a bhratnair a b dige. Fnad ‘s a blha Ruairidn a' plubadaich am measq
phioban agqus spiocaidean, no eadar cobail aqus srutn-dealain, bha Alean air gniomnachas a thogpll
an-oirde dna fnein o reic bhrogan; ‘s chan & aon binifh, ach sreath ann am priomh bhaittean na
dificha.  Bha € aig ire a ruighinn far nach robh feum oaige air obair a dnéanamin. Ach daoine elle a9
obair air a shon.  Adean - an comhnaidn spaidel, le brogan dubha falleasach qun spot. Mal air o
chorp.  Choimhead Ruairidn slos ri bhrogan fiaein - lom, salach, na barallan ceangaitte  le snaidinm, lag,
bricte.
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Pt fhalbln innfinn Ruairidn blho Alean qu Bella.  Co aige bhiodn dil a-riamih qun deanadn a phiuthar
Bela cal le beatha.-. Nam biodn duine aig nach robh amas, b' & Bela bhocind.  Ach, a dn'aindeoin sin,
bha ise air sqilinn no dna a chruinneachadn e bhitn dednach obair chruaidn o dneanamh le
larnaigeadn aodach dnaoine elle. 'S iomadn latha a rinn Ruairidn a caineadn gu. h-aodann, ach, na
shuidne san foll dnubh, fiuar, thainig smuain thuige qur ise bu ghlice 's nach b' esan.  Ise, agqus a
phiuthar Elidn.  Bha Eidn air a binifh dednach cominead as deidn choin dnaoine elle nuair a bha iad air
falbh air loitnean saora.  Ged a shaol Ruairidn gur & obair gu math suarach a bin' ann cuideachd, cha
b" urra dna ach beacihdachadn a-nis gur esan am fear suarach aqus iadsan na daoine aig an robh
clall, gliocas agus ro-shealladn. lad posta, len dachaighean spaideil finein, le smachd air am beatina agus
fiodnlacan an dichil mar thoradn air an caitheamin-beatna.  Ro-shealadn®  Cha robh leitnid de dn'fhacal
na briathrachan.  Cha bhiodn eadnon beaga ro-shealladn air fhagail san staing san robh e.

'S wmar nach biodn sin finein searbin gu leor, thainig an atih rud ga lireadn - a blratinair Crisdean o
tadnal air.  Mar a bhiodn dil.. Crisdean, na shuidne, leis an aon ghdire mu chornair a bhedl 's a b’
ar n-ule neach aca. Cha robin bloigheag de thruas eatorra. A h-ulle duine o' comhead a-mach air
an son fhein.

‘Seadn, sin tu" arsa Crisdean. "Seo d' dife aon udir e, eh?" Cha do fhreagair Ruairidn
ach o-mhain a' comhead i Crisdean le grain.  "Thainig thu na do char spaidel, tha min dil"  Cha b
& ceist a b’ ann ach fios.  Bha Crisdean air gniomnacias shoirbiheachall a thogail le seomar-
aisbeanaidn aige ann on iomadach garaids air feadn na ditincha, a reir a sgedl fein. 'S a reir cottas
a bhnearfais, bha Crisdean cudeachd air sablreas agus sonas a choleanadn. A bhean a' ruith
taigh-osta a bha qu math ainmell ann an Lunnainn fnad 's a bha eson - Crisdean - a' cumail st
aithgnearr air mar a bha an t-airgead o' fos

Bean - rud eile nach robh aig Ruairidn.  Ruairidn leis fhein; bocknd, uireasbhaidneach, an taca ri a

* ardir broitarean ‘s a dna phiutinar tiholichte, bheartach, shasaichte.  Bu lugha air eadnon comhead

air oodann raraichte Chrisdein.. no Daibhidn... No Bella.. no Elidn.. no Alean.. gach fear aqus & o

_seasamn taobh i faobh, qu fur an aghaidn a shuidneachadn fiein.  Crisdean 's an corr - groin air
~gach fear agqus .

fimcheall - eu-dochas o' laigh mar sgotn dnorch. Chunnt & mach am beagan airgid a b “air finagpll
aige.  Cha robh moran. Na bu lugna na di cheud ot Na mieass, leth-cheud not airson o' cho-latia
breith bho bhroitnrean agus a pheathraichean.  Nach iongantach, ged a bha ad ule cho bearfach,
nach b' urra dnaibh ach deich not an duine a thoirt dna s lon finios aca ule an suidneachadn garbn
san robh & cho fric. ladsan a9 amas air sablreas, sannt is soirbineachas.« Co-dnit, b' urrainn dina
cumal a' dol leis na bin' air fhagal airson greis co-dni uair s qu faigheadn & a-mach. 'S cha robh
foda aige ri dnol

Nuagir a fiuair Ruairidn a shaorsa mu dneireadn tnall bha o' chiad sneachd dnen blnliadnna o' fuiteaim.
Thog & ad, ga limnseachadn timehneall agus timcheal, 0g aineachadn gach pios mar dnlith claraid a
mhair dieas ris nuair a dnealaich an corr. Shaol Ruairidn gur ann airson a chrutn finein afharrachadi

a ohim © ris an ad fad a bheatn’. Furast a bhith qun ainm, air leth agus culcharach.  Shocroich &+
inntinn le bhitn i beacihdachadn air beatha nas fhearr.

Le cinnt, chan fheuchadn Ruairidn i faigh-osta fhagall qun poigheadn tulleadn.  Sin am ploidn a
dnfihag sa phriosan € ro thric - esan a' miannachadn blasad air saimiheachas muinntic o bheartais, 's
lan finios aige nach robh na phocaid ach na cheannaicheadn ceapaire agus balgam featha ann an
cafaidn beag, solach air choireigin. - Fhuar € as leis frup no dna, ach an deidn sin chaidn a ghlacadh
‘s 0 pheanasachadn.  Mgirleach, a' goid storas nach buineadn dna/  Carson?  Cha do dnfhog & ach
blos gu math searbh na bhneul: blas searbhn o' plriosain agqus blas nas searbh na bheu:  blas searbhn
o' phriosain aqus blas nas searbhna biho chuid theaghlaich.  Nam measq ule, biha Ruairidn na aonar o
our smal air dreach neo-lochdach an ionmnais acasan.

An faigh aige - eson na mholadair ach gun airgead airson mal a phoigheadn.  Droch stoid ma
choinneamn mura sealladn € a-mach.

Mar dnealt o' socrachadn air folamb, dnfinidic Ruairidn nach robhn cotihroman a chorr aige. Dht
fneumadn esan riaghaitean a binuineadn ri piseach a chieachdadn mar staran air on streapadn €
o-mach & dominneachd dnorainneach suas gu dirde agnimnorachd; riaghaiitean a bin' air sonas a
bhuleachadn orra-san air an robh ¢ a' deanamh farmad leis gach anall.

Ruith € a lamhan sios thairis air a line, a bhriogais 's a sheacaid.  Cluinntinn fuaim gaoth o
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A \" eamnraidn 09 irigh, ghabh © gréim teann air ad. Bha on f-0m a nis air a thighinn airson gluasad Core le burn air.  Aran dnan tosfair. ' :
gi‘ ar* adnort.  Chaidnh & qu o o' chablnsair.  Bha na riaghaittean aost a bin' air a cheangal qu beatha
. mhi-dnoighei, mhi-chuimseach air am fagal air o chilabh. - Riaghaitean tra, steidnichte air edlas, giocas, I, siidn... sia cupannan, sia fruinnsearan, bang, aran-cridne... de elle?
tonisg agus danachd o' feitheamh.  Shaol Ruaridn gur & bha air a thoirt dna ach an flgeadn mu p :
~ dneireadn de dnisinn na beatha. U lugha air a-riamn Monopolaidn. Co riamh a smadinich air geama a tharraing uiread de bhuaireadn am
measq teaghlach.  Riaghait neo-oifigel nan Dominnalaich. - Monopolaidn air oidnche Nollaig.. a -ulle ':_fl
Thog Ruairidn an do dnisinn na laimin. -~ Tri air aon aqus dna air on teie. Nollaig a-riamn blno- dn*fhosgail sl air folamn frocairt B,
Chaidn & cho fada ris an sfeisean reile a b' finaisg.  Blha 'n f-dife a' cur thairis e daoine nan cablnaig), Co-dnit, sud & seachad airson bliadnna elle.  Faochadn do Ruairidin.
a' fighinn 's o falbh le spionnadn, mar nach biodn an latha wmaireach air a ghealfainn. - Thug Ruairidn '
sill aithgnearr timeheall Thoisich & feadalaich duanog bineog a blha an co-sheirm i oran a' chore 's & ol
‘Feumaidn tu paigneadn da cheud not a Ruairidn dn ‘eigh Crisdean. S ann leamsa a
bhuineas an steisean relle seo a bhalaich.”
Cnoiminead Ruairidn ris o' chinap airgid a bha na limh - na bu lugha na da cheud not.  Cha robh qu
leor aige.  Chuala & fuaim nan coignear a' gaireachdainn comnla.  Shad & na bih' aige a-nul qu far on
robn Crisdean na shuidne agus sheas € an-oirde gu cobhagach.
‘Suatihaideas!  Cna do rinn mi call ach am priosan finogail le beagon airgd na wo laimh, s
tha thusa - o' blleigeard - ga fhoirt blhuam o' chiad chotirom a gheibh ful
'Sin an geama a charoid Tha thusa finished. 'S fhearr dnut an t-suipear fhaighinn dinuinn
. ule seach qu bhel fhusa out!”
L
E ] "Nach ¢ sinl " arsa Dablnidn.  "Cofaidn dnomhsa cuimhninich.”
el
C Tost le sidn dnowh fntin agus Bela. A

"Mise cuideachdZ Elidn ogus Adeon o' bruidninn comhla 's a' gaireachdainn.
Rinn Ry iridn o shlighe chun a' chidsin.
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