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; AV\ Coi @rﬁﬁ(‘/lﬂ i qu‘e slos am bogsa a bha na limih dneis.  Mhotinaich € airson a ohad Ualr mar o ‘blna anal a

v . . fighinn 's o' falbh 's cho tioram 's a bha a theanga.  Anns a' mhnionaid sin theab ¢ tileadn ‘s an

B e lain Mac a' Ghobhainn . saoghal farsaing a thoirt air.  Cha robn & ga fhaighinn fhein aig an faigh.  Cha robh an folamh ceart;,

damhell fo chasan.  Blha cumhn' dige air an latha a rutiheadn e a-steach don faigh ud gun
smacineachadn, ach o' toirt stil air a-nis, 's ann bha & mar am bogsa a bha ¢ a' gilan. Mu
dneireadn, gnnog ¢ air an doras.

-
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"Nach ionganfach nach do sgriobh i ars esan ris fiein.  Chuimhnich & a-rithist nach robh ‘
& air facol fhaighinn bluaipe o chionn da bhiladnna. ~ Stad an smuain gu grad! "De bu e
chaireadn qun do gnnog mi¢* ars esan ris fhein, mar qum b ann o' tadnal choigreach a
bhithinn "

Ach direach air dna a bhith o' dol a dn' fhosgladn an dorais, chual' € ceum slaodach o
tighinn tnuige.  Kinn am fiodn diosgall ‘s chunnaic €, mu choinneamn, seann chaileach

fimcheall air tri fichead 's a deich.

"Co sibh?" ars ise.

Nach i bha aostt  Bha 'n aonranachd air a h-aodann a chruadnachadn mar nach gabhadn
ha chamnan guasad.  Bha seana bheannag daubh air a ceann, 's bha sfocainnean o
tuiteam mu casan. Fhad 's a bha i a' comradn ris, bha | o' sealfainn farsainn air a

Cha roloﬁ i ri thaicinn ach aon faigh air a* mindinfich.  "Direach mar.” Chaisg & an smuain. - Cha gualainn mar qum biodn | o' foirt an aire do rudeigin ele.
robh & idir direach mar chleachd e bhith, b fhada bha & uahe.  Chan el ni air an falamih nach
~ dtharraich co-dn an innfinn an' Fhir-choimbid, aqus shaol € gun robh an taigh na bu lugha na 'n "C wise. Ruairidn' ars esan. CEl fiios carson a dninns & o' bhreug?)
~ deabh a ghitlain € na inntinn agus, an doigh araidn, na b fhaide air falbh, mar gum biodn € ann an
i{ “odnor leic fhein.  Ar dna fighinn na bu duitihe, chunnaic & cuideachd gun roblh post no dna nan laighe "Ruairidn,’ ars esan.  Ruairidn." (ciamar a chanadn & ¢<) Ruairidn Stisblnart”
K- air an tolamn, agus smacinich & "A' ghaoth”  Bla an los bineag air a leigell bas, 's dn' aitineachadn "
« duine nach deach an doras a preantadn o chionn iomadn blladona. B & dath gronda donn a bn' air, 's Cha robh 1 ' tuigsinn de bha & ag radn.  Diaithnicheadn tu gun robh i o' smacineachadh, -
A ar a bhriceadn an siud 's an seo.  Cha robhn fid aon chearc i faicinn: airson caora, cha biiodn sl "Am bu choir fios o bt agam ¢d bha se0?  Cha bhiodn moran ga tadnal, bna sin soleir. 2
ﬁ":l__ti_sin (oir cha robh caoraich aca). Bha am feur fimcheall an taighe fann agus tioram.  Chanadn fu Nach ¢ & fiein a dn'atharraich nuair nach aiinineachadn i €. Ach carson a dninns & o
o f;,, robh tinneas air choireigin air tuiteam air an ait, o losgadn air falbh gach ni beo a bha faisg ar. bhreug?)
?‘:‘ffji';‘ ‘zjﬁ.fralav_vxh a' deoghal an ’r—sczlgis mu dneireadn ds an adnar. D' fhairich e fallas air a laminan ' 7
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‘Gablnaibh wo leisgeu, * ars ise, "ach.."

“Tha i dir"a thigninn & Canada, “ars eson, “s dn'atanichinn ur mac.  Thainig mi a sheall

fainn oirbh airson " (Bho bhreug qu brevg.  An e ciont a bin' air®) "Tha mi s an ot bhale.  Di

aitineachadn mo mhathair sbh"  Bha 1 o' feuchainn ri cothachadn ri seo.
‘Ruairidn Stilbhart?" ars ise. "Thigbh a-steach, thigbh a-steacn, * is dn' fhosqal i an

dorvs.

Lean & | a-steach. Pha an taigh gle dnorch. - Cha minor nach do fhuit & air ciste a bha
laimh ris an doras, ach mhotihaich € nach robh an dorchadas a' cur malle sam bith oirrese.

"Cron el 1 air tuteam bhuaitine cho mor s a blha duil agam.”

Anns an dorchadas, las | lamga. D ‘®irich an sedmar a dorchadas.  Cha robn ni air
atharrachadn. - Bha leabaidn anns an ocisean mar a b' ablnaist 's bha sgathan mor farsaing air o
bhalla.  Chunnaic & nach robh fi prine no cir faisg air an sgothan 's chuir seo iongantas air.  Bha
am preas ann cuideachd le soitnichean o' sreap gu mulach an faigne.  Cha robh an feine air a chur
tiuige.

NI mi balgam featha dnubh,' ars ise.  "Tha mi duiich nach el feine air.  Tha mi o'
ereidsinn gu bhell an faigh bun os cionn. D' fhag 1 an seomar ag radn, "Tha mi a' dol a
dn" larroidn dna no tr fnodan”  Bu mhath a dn' aifineachadn e an dearbh sheomar.  An
ceann greis noinig | a-steach le ultach finadan.  “Lasaidn mi fhin an teine dauibh” ars esan.

Nam biodh sbh cho math"  fhreagair ise.  Thug & an t-ultach bhuaipe.

"Cnan urrainn dnomih a bhith o' cur teine air," ars ise, "ach gl ainneamn.  Chan' dbhaist
’rﬁ,une a bhitn agam fron t-samiradn idir ach feumaidn wmi & tron gheamnradn. - Chan el fhios agam an
’r _g suloTn an aire, acn tha wmi dal."  Thut dna no tri fhadan das a lomhan.

__w'i.- A .

“Dall*

‘Seodn," ors ise. "Tha & gl dnuiich aig amannan. Tha mi &' creidsinn guim b Alasdair
den lon bheachd gun do chail mi cuimhne air seach nach robih mi o sgnololnadh Dhfnag sibhn qu
math 2"

Dnfinog," ars eson, “gle mhath”

"Eil diil aige fileadn idir® ars ise. Chunnaic & na h-ordagan a' budladn air a' chafinair aon’ 91
an deidn aoin. "Ach ma tha e folichte, sih a h-ule . Na innsbh dna mu mo dneidninn-sa idir."  "EIl* .
maidean agabh airson an teine "

"Tha lad anns &' blogsa sin. - An d fhuair sbh 0d?  Bhris & maide le crudidn-bhriseadn.
"Cnan el fhios aige gu binell wi dall idir. - Chnan el ach da bhiiadana o chaidn mi mar seo ach bidn € a'
cur airgead fhugam a h-ulle mios”  Esan nach do chuir sgilinn tinuice airson coig bliadninal

"Tha cdig bliadna deug o dn' fhalbh ¢, " ars ise. "Bha atihair beo aig an am <in ach
bhasaich € o chionn tri bladnna deug.  Cha roblh againn ach Aasdair. - D' fhalbh & oirnn ann an

sotneach nuair a bha & seachd bliadna deug.  Cait na choinnich sibhse ris®”

"Bla sinn aig an aon obair. " Fear a bla diomhain o chionn cha mnor da bhiiadnnal
"Chan ¢l ditn air®"

"Cron el”  Cha tuirt 1 'n corr airson greisea.
"M bi feadnainn o' tighinn a shealltainn oirbh®”
"Bitnidn," ars ise, "bitidn.  Bidn Catriona... 's bean lain is bidn" ars ise, "qu leor.”

Phris & maide elle.
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2 "Tha cuimhn' agam fhatinast, * ars ise, "an odnche a thainig iad a dninnse dnuinn gun robh
. Moasdair air folbn. Theab mi dnol ds mo Hhoinisg.  Blna mi air wo leabaidn airson i seachdainean.

Cha do tnuig mi ceart qun do dn'finalbh € gu fada 'n deidn sin”
D& g air fabh €

'0, 00 aig ta fios® Bha wi a' smacineachadn qur €. Ach cd aig #a fios?  Tha iomadn
smuain an innfinn balaich. B & sedladair a bina na atihair fad a bleatha 's tuirt & nach fhosgladn ¢
'n doras dna fad ‘s a bhiodn & beo. Bha sin draid, nach robh? - Ach ‘s math dnfhaodte gum
feumadn & fabh. Eil obair gnlan aige an sin®’

Tha," fhreagair ¢.

"Una robln duil agam gun soirblnicheadn leis cho math, * ars ise. S lomadn uair a bha
eagol orm air a shon. Blha & cho luaisgeanach.  Tha cuimn' agam, " ars ise, "s mi anns a' bhaile
mhor aon uair.  Chunnaic & each fiodna ann an uinneag butina 's thoisich € ga iarraidn.  Ranail - Cina
chuala fu leithid. 'S a' breabail a chasan air an rofhad  Ach fiuair & € mu dneireadn, cha b ann
uamsa na bu mhotha ach blo fhear a bha o dol seachad air an t-srid.  Cheannaich ¢ dna e.
Smaoinch thusa. O, bha € drodn nadarrachl  Adn uairean ele cha leagadn an +-im na bieu.  Bidn wi
a' cumhneachadn air na nitnean sin gle tric.  Bu chaomn leam gun sgriobihadn €. Dinfinaodainn a
rodn gun do ghoirtich mi m' ordag 's qur & sin bu choireach nach robh mi o' sgriobhadn.  Ach
dn'fineumadn cuideigin elle on lifir a leughadn dnomin.

Bha an teine a-nis ' gobhail

"Ma dn'innseas sibh cait a biel an coire, Nl mi fhin an featha" ars esan.
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:-' . "Nach sbh a tha coblnel.  Tha & air cil a' bhala.  Cha do leig mi dnabhn an solas U a

*x shur a-steach 's feumaidn sbh an aire a fnoirt oirbh fhein. Tha wise ro aost tulleadn airson a blith
‘Qﬂ..;omsachadh mu sholas Ur's na gnotnaichean sin..  Chieachd Alasdair a bhith o' deanamih teatha

£ -ﬁ" hd Ach ’dna m o oreldsmn mch bi- agabhn ach cofaidn ann an Canada."
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Fuair & na cupannan (an aon fineadnainn) geal is srianag ghorm timcheal orra.  Chuir &
do chupon air o' bhnord i facbh na lampa.  Thog & aon aca 's chuir & faisg dirre & ach thug ¢ air
gis & a-ritnist nuair a chuimhnich e nach fhaiceadn | €. Lion & an coire 's chur € na Chrochadn
ar on t-slbhraidn €. Bha an feine o dedrrsadn a-nis 's dn'fhairich € & finein aig an faigh.  Bha
mhotnair na suidne air catihair ord ris " bhord 's a lamnan na h-uchd. - Smaoinich € mar a bha | gun

fnosgadn a' falbn am measq thaleasan.  Difthag e fiein s il & qun ni airson a fhuraic. | &
Ludisgeanacnl O, abair qun robh ¢ luaisgeanachl Acn carson a dnfhalbh e Cha mhdr gun robh o
cuivn' aige air an adnblnar. o

Mn & gun robh a chompanaicn o' falbn®  An e nach robh dige U a phdrantan®
Smaoinich & mar a bhiodn athair o sadall smugaid cha mhor cefinir slat uaithe ‘s € na sheasami aig
an doras leis a' phiob ghoirid dnubn na bheu.  Smaoinich & mar a theireadn a mhatinair, *Cuiminich
o-nis, na bi fada, " 's o' chais a bhiodn am facal o' cur air.  Chumhnich € mar a dn' &igh | ris aon
odnche (‘s & air a thighinn bho dnanns, 's an saoghal a' cur car o' mhultein tro na speuran) qum bu
chorr dna naire a binih air o' figninn dnachaigh mun tid' ud a dn'oidncine.  Carson a bha | gun squr ga
chlaodadn sios o5 an adnar drd ud?

"Tha 'n care gol, " ars ise.  Cha robhn & air a chiunntinn. - Chuir & 1ri loin na spdine don
photf, 's dnoirt & ‘m blrn innte.

"Tha cuimhn' agam," ars ise, "aon oidnehe, timcheall air seachdain mus do dn'fthag & 'n faigh.
Blha ¢ air a thighinn bho dnannsa.  Tha mi cinnfeach qur & sin bu choreach gun do dn'fthalbhn .
Mus do rinn & ach an doras fosgladn thoisich mi ‘g €igheach ris nach robln gnotinach aige blaith
o-muigh mun fd' ud a dn'odnche. Bha mi cho sgifih.  Bha * dofair air a bhith a-sfaigh 's air innse
dna athair nach biodn € fada beo. Bha deagh fhios aig athair air a sin & fiein ach larna-mihdireach
's beag a dn' aitneachadn duine sin air.  Bha doighean miorbihaleach ann.  Chaitineadn ¢ feasgar
fognair o' deanamih fhainneachan-toit as a' phiob do chlann a' bhaile."

Chuir & silcar is bainne do na cupannan.

“Tha mi 'n dochas nach € sin a chuir air fabh e, "ars ise.  Dhoirt & 'n teatha anns na
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oupannan. - Chuir & an featiha mun cuairt le spoin a fuair & anns a' phreas.  Chuir & an' cupan na

"S & oupan matn teatha tha seo” ars ise.
"Dieanadn Masdair cupan math featha cuideachd.

‘SHubhart?" ars ise. S tnuirt thu gun afanichinn do minatiair  Tha i bed fhatihast?

- Nach iongantach nach el cumhn' agam oirre.  Ach an duil coit an aitnichinn . Thainig Alasdoir

a-steach aon latha le balach 09 's thuirt & rium, *Seo," ars esan, “Coinneach MacCoinnich.

Dhiaitnnicheadn atinair sibh.  Blna & aig an lasgach comhla ribh" 'S cha robh leithid a

dn'finear ann. 'S ann a bha e o' farrang asam. 'S ¢ featna mhatih tha seo. Bidh i n-comhinaidh

a' gablnall 1 1in na spoine de shiicar 's tha i direach miis gu leor. 'S tha sbh ag rodn qu bhel
Mosdair o' soirbineachadn gu matn? D& ‘s coireach nach el € a' sgriobhadn®  Acn chan el diofar
ann. - Chan & soirbheachadn a h-ule ni.  Chan & qu dearblh.  Tha mise o' fas aosta fuileadn '
bhiodn € cho math aig an toigh" Air dna on teatna o, dn'girich .

"Glas an doras wus teid thu gu do leaboidn, Adasdair, gun fhios nach fhaodadn coigreach eile
a tighinn" 'S ann an uair sin a smaoinich € nach do dn'fhaighnich € dni cait an robh siicar no

spoin o bainne nuair a bha & a* deanamh na 1.

Tha 'n featina," ars ise, "cho loidir 's a bha i riamh"




